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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
WITHERS COLLECTION MUSEUM AND GALLERY ANNOUNCES TEMPORARY CLOSURE DUE TO 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) PANDEMIC                                                                                                  
  

MEMPHIS, Tenn., Mar. 17, 2020 – Due to the news of the escalating coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the 
Withers Collection Museum and Gallery will temporarily close to the public beginning Tuesday, March 17 
until further notice.  Understanding that the situation is currently extremely fluid, we consider it necessary to 
halt operations for the safety of our staff and guests. 
 
All public events and programming are canceled while the museum is closed which includes the monthly Talk 
About It Tuesday Community Forum. 
 
We will provide updates on any changes in the status of our operations.  Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation in the steps we are taking to ensure a safe environment for the Withers Collection team and our 
patrons. 
 
For more information from health officials regarding the coronavirus, visit the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) website. 
 
To learn more about Withers Collection Museum and Gallery, visit the website www.thewitherscollection.com.  
 
For updates, follow the Withers Collection Museum and Gallery on Twitter, @WithersMuseum,      
Instagram, @WithersMuseum and Facebook, Withers Collection Museum and Gallery. 
 

-end- 
 
About Dr. Ernest C. Withers and Withers Collection Museum and Gallery: Located at 333 Beale Street, in the late Dr. 
Ernest C. Withers’ last photography studio and the building that was named in his honor in 1995, the Withers Collection 
Museum and Gallery is 7,000 square feet of Memphis history. In February 2011, The Withers Collection opened its doors 
to the public, inviting everyone to see what Withers had accomplished. In his more than 60-year career, Withers accumulated 
a collection of an estimated 1.8 million photographs which includes images of key Civil Rights Movement events, music, 
politics, sports, and lifestyle and can be seen, captured in their elements, in beautiful black and white photographs at the 
Withers Collection Museum and Gallery. His works have been featured in touring exhibits and shows around the world. 
The Smithsonian's National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington D.C. currently displays more 
than 75 of Withers' images. For his life’s work, Withers was elected to the Black Press Hall of Fame and received an 
honorary doctorate from the Massachusetts College of Art. The Withers Collection is the largest family-owned photographic 
collection taken by one individual. Withers Collection Museum and Gallery includes a main gallery, a music gallery, and a 
special events space in our studio lounge.  It is the only authorized source for licensing Ernest C. Withers photographs. To 
learn more, please visit thewitherscollection.com. 
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