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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Exhibition – MARIE BABB: BEAUTY OF THE SOUTH 
 
MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 25, 2019 – The Withers Collection Museum and Gallery will host an exhibition of the fine art                    
works of local artist, Marie Babb, May 1, 2019 – May 31, 2019. 
 
"The path I've travelled has allowed me to savor the softness of pastel impressionism, the detail of stark realism and                    
finally, and most rewardingly, this newest 'age', the dramatic and abstract." - Marie Babb 
 
The opening reception for the exhibition will be Friday, May 10, 2019 from 3:00 pm to 6:30pm. There is no charge for                      
attending the event and registration can be made online at www.witherscollection.org.  
  

-end- 
 
For press information, please contact Angela Williamson at awilliamson@witherscollection.org. 
 
ABOUT MARIE BABB 
“Exploring my earliest memories, artistic endeavors have always been a theme of my life. When my children were                  
small, paining was icing on an already fulfilling cake of motherhood and homemaking. After my children grew up and                   
left the ‘nest’, I devoted more time and energy in creative pursuits – sometimes meandering, sometimes sauntering –                  
each time, a new ‘age’ dawned and the journey continued. As with my life, art has been my journey, a journey not                      
traveled alone. Through the years, amid many classes and worships, my work has been influenced by many, but two                   
instructors of long ago stand foremost – Jean-Marie Marini and Frank Nichols. Along this journey, there has been a                   
common thread of interest – the landscape with a pathway that beckons your spirit and invites you to discover what is                     
beyond the gate or around the corner. The path I've travelled has allowed me to savor the softness of pastel                    
impressionism, the detail of stark realism and finally, and most rewardingly, this newest 'age', the dramatic and                 
abstract. Painting has been my celebration of family and friends – sharing of what is inside. It captures the beauty of                     
the flower, the flow of creation – and all other things not made by man – it helps it last. My canvases speak more                        
clearly that all my words” 
 
ABOUT WITHERS COLLECTION MUSEUM AND GALLERY AND DR. ERNEST C. WITHERS 
Located at 333 Beale Street, in the late Dr. Ernest C. Withers’ last photography studio and the building that was                    
named in his honor in 1995, the Withers Collection Museum and Gallery is 7,000 square feet of Memphis history. In                    
February 2011, The Withers Collection opened its doors to the public, inviting everyone to see what Dr. Withers had                   
accomplished. In his more than 60-year career, Dr. Withers accumulated a collection of an estimated 1.8 million                 
photographs which includes images of key Civil Rights Movement events, music, politics, sports, and lifestyle and can                 
be seen, captured in their elements, in beautiful black and white photographs at the Withers Collection Museum and                  
Gallery. His works have been featured in touring exhibits and shows around the world. The Smithsonian's National                 
Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington D.C. currently displays more than 75 of Withers'                 
images. For his life’s work, Dr. Withers was elected to the Black Press Hall of Fame and received an honorary                    
doctorate from the Massachusetts College of Art. The Withers Collection is the largest family-owned photographic               
collection taken by one individual. Withers Collection Museum and Gallery includes a main gallery, a music gallery,                 
and a special events space in our studio lounge. It is the only authorized source for licensing Ernest C. Withers’                    
photographs. To learn more, please visit www.witherscollection.org. 
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